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This book is dedicated to Fred Oliver,
founder of T.O.W.A.R.F. in the year 1954.

‘As the compass gives guidance to rescuers, soeaitam
visionary persons give direction to our lives byethexample.’



It has been a privilege and an honour during the past several months éoalesed
record the fifty year history of T.O.W.A.R.F. for all memskend the general public to
enjoy.

When first approached about writing this book, | did not realize wbalth of
information that the amazing people all affiliated with the organization of\WW.QR.F.
would have to offer.

| could not have undertaken this project without the many contribugieased from
personally interviewing past and present members, and in partichlafounder of
T.O.W.A.R.F., Fred Oliver. Many thanks are extended to FredeQlKeith Jeffries,
Brad Yarema, Matt Kennedy, Herman Vandersteen, Doug Clouse, Megan Qkiase)
McCulloch and Commander of T.O.W.A.R.F., Dave Elliott for thgwpsert and time in
helping me with this endeavour. | would especially like to thank K&thedy for his
computer expertise and the hours he spent assisting me with the inconparathe
pictures into this book and for supplying me with many wonderful pictureshiofiles.
| would also like to deeply thank my dear friend and editor, Jo Anne MuxBuibr her
hours of editing and dedication to this book.

| apologize if there are names that have not been mentioned amyl ififormation is
not completely accurate. Research and information were obtained frospayesy
clippings, journals and interviews. Text in italics has been takdyatier from research
material. | sincerely hope that | have given a relatively accusatefactual depiction of
the amazing fifty year history of T.O.W.A.R.F.

T.O.W.A.R.F.’s heritage and contributions will be forever etcimethe annals of
history. May it continue to thrive and sustain its respected reputatnohdedicated
membership.

Cheryl Elliott



MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE
REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF HALTON

THE BECHHAL MUNICIRALITY OF IALTON
1011 BTN HOATS
CAEVILLI, COTARDS, CAMADA LM 311

DFFICE OF THE CHATRMAN
Tk (TEVE1ES Pra (9093 238771
Toll e 1B06-AHALTOM (Fbid-Sad3-33da)

TOWARF.

Town of Cakville Waier Air Rescae Force
P.0. Box 1073

Ouakeville, Ontario

L&Y SBY

Dear T.O.W_ARF. member:

Tam delighted to have this oppertunity 1o extend my sincers best wishes to all people associnted with the Town
of Oaleville Water Alr Rescae Force (T.O.W.ARF) The fact that T.O.W.ARF. is now fifty years in
existence, spoaky 1o the crodibility of this valued resousce that has successfally served boaters and our lakefront
commimity 80 well,

In its infancy, T.O.W.AFLF. was established through the perssverance and vision of former Polics Chief and
carrent Councillor, Fred Qliver. Whibs the original kmpetus came naturally from a sesrch operation, the
sustainability and recognition of T.0.W.AFLF, &a a respected and much needed resotros is chear,

My congratulations to the many dedicated volunteers who have given so freely of their time snd wlenis towands
the safity of our waterfront. The Individoals who have supporied T.OW A EF. in the past end those who
continue i serve foday are truly representative of what “commenity™ is all about and contribute 1o the high
quality af life we all enjoy here-in Halton Region.

Congranlations T.0.W.ARF. on fity fiabulgus years!




GREETINGS FROM THE MAYOR OF OAKVILLE

oftice of the ayoe

Greetings from the Mayor of Oakville

1 was deeply honoured early in my tenure as the Mayor of Oakville when T was
invited to become an Honorary Captain of TOWARF. The Town of Oakville
Water Air Rescue Force is empowered totally by volunteers partnering with the
Town of Oakville and they offer an incredible service that literally is life saving.

The men and women of TOWARF are exceptional human beings who respond to
people on Lake Omario from the boating community who are in distress.
Whenever TOWARF has open houses, people old and young are intrigued by the
services provided and anxious to tour the facility, board the rescue boat, ete. This
is a powerful partnership that gets the job done in an efficient and effective
manngr.  One of the nice things about being Mayor is to receive the letters from
people who have been rescued or afforded aid from TOWARF extending the
thanks of the boater who in many cases wonders just how their circumstance
wonilil have unfolded had TOWARF not been there to respond,

I am very pleased to extend sincere congratulations 1o TOWARF on their 50"
Anmiversary and very best wishes for a continuation of their service and success
in the future.

Yours very sincerely,

I:.-..I
[t
1\ \ = il
'\.‘-1 Vil
Ann Mulvale,

MAYOR,
TOWN OF OAKVILLE.



CONGRATULATIONS FROM THE HALTON REGIONAL CHIEF OF P OLICE

HALTON REGIONAL POLICE SERVICE
“Pragress Through Participation™

To the members (past and present) of T.O.W.A.R.F.:

Trust &
Respect

RE: 50™ ANNIVERSARY

On behalf of the members of the Halton Regional Police
Iitegrity Service, I wish to congratulate T.O.W.A.R.F. on its 50th
i anniversary.

The Halton Regional Police Service and T.0. W.A.R.F.
have enjoyed a positive working relationship over the
Aecountabilty|| - yeqrs, providing a vital service to the citizens of
Oakuille.

Your commitment and dedication fo duty has ensured
T.O.W.A.R.F.’s continued success.

Excelience

Best wishes on another 50 years of service.

Yours truly,

Teamwark

Justice

CHIEF OF POLICE

EAN G. ALGAR, CHIEF OF POLICE

1151 Bronte Road, P.O. Box 2700, Qakville, Cntario, Canada L6] 5C7
PHOMNE; (905) 825-4777/878-5511 FAX: (905) 825-9416 wwaw,hrps.on.ca



BEST WISHES FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE
CANADIAN COAST GUARD AUXILLIARY

CANADIAN COAST GUARD AUXILIARY
(CENTRAL & ARCTIC) INC.

mmitview Creseent, Oshawa, Ontario LI1K 2K5 JOHN W LEVANTIS
T25-0526 = Bus: (416) 332-6320 = Fax: (905) T25-0924 President
Email: levantisi@sprint.ca Director - District #

January 24, 2004

David Elliott

Unit Commander
TOWARF

779 Indian Rd
Mississauga, On L5H-1R4
Canada

Dear Sir.

It is with great pride that | express the best wishes of the Board of Directors of the
Canadian Coast Guard Central and Arctic Region to TOWARF on the publication of this
book 1o celebrate your 50 Anniversary. To undertake such an ambitious project shows a
great deal of self sacrifice and discipline

Self sacrifice and discipling are words that go hand in hand with TOWARF and its
volunteers. This has been shown from its inception 50 years ago by Fred Olliver to your
current Commander David Ellion. While leadership has been an important part of
TOWARF the members are what have made the organization work. They have created
an organization that has both a proud history and a bright future with the CCGA

TOWARF and its membership will continue lead and inspire the next generation of
Search and Rescue volunteers.

I am proud to be associated with them

7/

John W. Levantis

President

Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary,
Central and Arctic Region



Chapter 1

Hopes were high and spirits soared on the Saturdagimg of the Civic Holiday
weekend of 1954. The weather forecast predicted a beauatifdl sunny day with
temperatures in the high seventies.

Dressed in full regalia, a group of Oakville Sea Bcanxiously anticipated a long
awaited week-long shoreline cruise as they exciteddgrabled themselves into groups
on the shore of the Oakville Harbour. All aspects ltd trip had been carefully
orchestrated and planned out by the scout leaders whoawegually excited to embark
on this fun-filled adventure.

Donning life jackets and after careful instructiooni scout leaders, the boys were
methodically led onto their designated cutters. At appnately 10:30 a.m., after all
necessary checks had been made, the four cutteraftedls ready for what was to be an
adventuresome week of camping and boating.

The wind that morning was almost non-existent andiet gtillness settled over the
lake. The cutters sat in the harbour unable to sail titounknown waters of Lake
Ontario. Boaters Steve Garvey and Jim Balderstdiigedd with the Sea Scouts) had
an idea. They would use their personal crafts, thevdread and Lightning, both sloops
equipped with outboard motors, to tow the cutters two teethmiles into the lake
enabling the cutters’ sails to catch some much neededtwihdgin the journey. Sighs
of relief and smiles spread amongst the scouts’ fasdseacutters proceeded into the
seemingly, welcoming waters of Lake Ontario.

It was approximately 12:30 p.m. when looming, gray cldedgn to take shape over
the lake. The wind picked up at a fast pace, and the suidérs began to scatter.
Stormy weather was quickly creating a challenging envientrfor the outing. The rain
pounded down, and canvasses were donned over the scouts ¢ thetefrom the wet
and cold. A decision was quickly made for the four catte head back to Oakville
Harbour.

Fierce winds gripped the sails of one of the csittemwhich Skipper Ron Brown and
Sea Scouts Fred Enke and Gary Stokx were desperately toykeep their cutter from
capsizing. Their attempts failed and the three weregflumo the icy water. Jim
Balderston, who was nearby in his sloop, successfedlgued the crew of the cutter and
returned them safely to Bronte Harbour.

Panic had set in as lives were now in jeopardeg. sStarm showed no remorse or signs
of lessening while engulfing the other three cutters im lwgnds, water and terror. Jim
Balderston made an urgent and desperate phone call to Gtevey, who quickly
proceeded to set in motion rescue craft.

The remaining three cutters were being flung arouitdlywin the dangerous and
lurking waters. They were only three to four miles yiram Bronte Harbour, but with
the fierce wind and thudding downpour, they seemed unapproach&lick action,
bravery and determination on the part of the enlistezlegs culminated when two of the
three remaining cutters were brought to safety.



One cutter was still missing and could not be EtatOn the crew of the missing
cutter were Scoutmaster Arthur Thursby, thirty-threesyed age and Sea Scouts Donald
Balderston and Donald McCausland, both fourteen yedrs ol

Jim Balderston, who had successfully rescueditsie capsized cutter was gripped
with fear and horror in the realization that his sbonald, was on the missing cutter.
Charles McCausland, father of Sea Scout Donald Md&adisunhesitatingly joined in
the frantic search. Mrs. Arthur Thursby, stood on tle pearby, holding fast to her
faith that a successful outcome would be the resulieoearch.

Meanwhile, Police Chief Fred Oliver, of the Trgtl Township, received a call that
the unexpected storm had engulfed a number of Oakville SeatsSsailing out of
Oakville to the Grimsby area and that some were missing.

Chief Oliver, the father of four young children, ages seven, eight and ten, could
fully empathize with the desperation and despair of theingsoys’ parents.

The massive search for the scouts and their leadénued on a much larger scale as
Chief Oliver called upon the police and fire departmentagpdoaters and sailors from
the yacht club to join in the search.

The search quested for two nights and three dalys.aflea from Oakville Harbour to
an area between the Burlington Canal and Grimsby washsshby both water and air.
There were several private planes in the area thates$sn the search, but in the year
1954 there was not an Ontario Provincial Police (O.Pai*craft to call upon for aid.
However, an Air Canada plane that was flying into BRaltAirport (now Lester B.
Pearson International Airport) had been requested tatplanding lights on over the
lake to light up the search area. This much needed effailed no results.

Chief Oliver was exhausted, frustrated and deeply saddenatl efforts of rescue
showed no signs of the missing cutter and crew. Hdlse®urning to the Oakuville
Harbour on one of the boats employed in the rescuesawithg to some of the other
rescuers;We really don’t know what areas have or have not been coverdidwas at
this moment that Chief Oliver realized the urgent neettaee an organized team to
respond to future incidents on the lake.

A few days later, pilot Todd Wilson spotted the migsiutter approximately eighteen
miles southeast of the Oakville Harbour. It was flagatwithout purpose, capsized and
showed no visible signs of bodies. The lifeless remaiifi3onald Balderston and Donald
McCausland were later discovered, but the body of Arilinursby was never found.

The drowning of the two Sea Scouts and their legidmtly affected the communities
of Oakville and Trafalgar and especially impacted Poteef Fred Oliver. After
witnessing the grief and despair of the boys’ parents atiduAT hursby’s widowed wife,
he knew something had to be done immediately to protes on the lake. Thus, was
the beginning of the creation of T.O.W.A.R.F.



Photograph of Oakville Sea Scout Troop at Oakville Harbour
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Chapter 2

Police Chief Fred Oliver was now on a missiohle was determined to organize a
team for water rescue in order to prevent further bgateaths, disasters or mishaps in
the sometimes, treacherous waters of Lake Ontaris.wdrk was cut out for him as he
embarked on a crusade to enlist help from the communputtbis plan into action.

Ironically, Chief Oliver was not a boat owner hatfis nor familiar with boating
practices, but his commitment to this cause remained curastd unyielding.

Chief Oliver canvassed the Oakville Harbour boatyawiht clubs and their members
in an effort to assemble boats and crews to carrngeaiches. He, along with a number
of boating people had come to the conclusion that haorgenized and trained rescue
team been available at the time of the fatal drowniagsiccessful rescue may have been
the outcome.

To help prevent such an occurrence in the future,oapgwas formed under the
direction of Chief Fred Oliver and was known as thefdlgar, Oakville Water Air-
Rescue Force. This unit was to operate out of the Qakd@rbour, primarily in the
Oakville area.

Interested boat owners and citizens from thdéalgar and Oakville areas met at the
Oakville Power Boat Club (an old double garage purchasedEehRlater, located in the
area of the Anderson Bridge.) Their purpose was tobledtathe best method to
approach the problem of search and rescue and carry onédlbssary procedures in a
minimum of time.“The response to forming a unit was wonderfidtated Chief Oliver.

T.O.W.AR.F. had six launches and twenty smallaft placed at its disposal at
Oakville Harbour and five launches at Bronte Harbour.e Toronto and Brampton
flying clubs assured their expedient cooperation in tlogept. A police radio, tuned to
the Trafalgar Police wavelength, was placed in then¢h of Gordon Clark (Vice
Commander of T.O.W.A.R.F.). Antennae were installedwo other launches so that
police radios could be installed and operational withieva rhinutes.

Funding would be desperately needed and once again, @hief beckoned to the
community. A total of $180 was received from three donddt50 from the Trafalgar
Township, $35 from Carling O’Keefe’'s and $5 from a gentlemesiding in the
Streetsville area. This was a considerable amount oéynonthe year 1954. Thomas
Adams Distilleries donated equipment (gaffs, life ringand searchlight), and a well-
equipped first aid kit was donated by Johnson and Johnson.

The next major task for Chief Oliver was to pubiplace policies and procedures for
all members to follow in the event of a search andues T.O.W.A.R.F. was started in
August 1954, and the result was a unique rescue unit, the oelyobits kind on the
Canadian waterways.

Then and now, the Great Lakes (Huron, Ontarihian, Erie, Superior) have the
highest volume of search and rescue calls worldwiderin® the past century, it has
been estimated that eight to ten thousand vessels lsappdared beneath their waters.
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Photograph of rescue craft, including planes at Oakville Harbou
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The following is the first document Police Chief Fredv@tidevised on policies and
procedures:
TO ALL MEMBERS OF T.O.W.A.R.F.

WHAT IS EXPECTED OF YOU!

This article is to advise the members of T.O.W.AlkWw.the organization is being
set up, how it will operate and your function within it.

The members’ names, addresses and phone numbers are listed oerdilm&stid by
the Executive and the Police Department. This file also containsattieulars
regarding the members’ boats, what planes are available and other pertinent data.

The members will be allocated to a specific boat, and each lkippeswill have a
list of his crew. In order that T.O.W.A.R.F. may be quialdyted with a minimum of
effort, a call would go out in the following manner.

First — An alarm will be called into T.O.W.A.R.F. HeadquartéFsafalgar Police Office
VI. 5-1631)

1. Ifitis considered necessary to call out T.O.W.A.R.F., thedwaers and
communication group will be called from T.O0.W.A.R.F. Headquatrters.

2. The boat owners should have their crews called by a member of theihbltzlise
or by a crew member previously selected for that job. The owiléhen be free
to proceed to his boat and get ready for the search.

3. Upon receiving their call, the crews will indicate if they araitable and
proceed immediately to the Oakville Power Boat Club.

It will be up to the skipper of each boat to detail his cretheosarious jobs and
positions on his ship, e.g., perhaps there will be equipment to be pickexnrughe
T.0.W.A.R.F. locker, etc.

This briefly, is the outline of how the force will go intd@at As you can see, an
attempt has been made to keep it simple and if everyone follomstiasts carefully,
the force should become efficient and we hope effective.

Further details can be obtained from Chief Fred Oliver, Gord@amkGbr Bob
Johnston. The members will be advised of any changes in the routine.

The Executive wish to thank sincerely all T.O.W.ARdfmbers for their cooperation
and feel that with your continued support, we can build up a rescue teamaneauof
which we can be justly proud. — Fred Oliver, President
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There were many boating mishaps in the first yafier the formation of
T.O.W.A.R.F. Fortunately, all were without injuriesstined to boating, accident
victims.  Police Chief Oliver's plan proved its value asmerous rescues were
successfully carried out.

The members of T.O.W.A.R.F. proved to be loyal dedicated to the prevention of
water related fatalities. In an effort to aid thetli@rance of its programme, the Halton
Paving Company, so impressed with the efforts of T.O.RLRA, donated an award to
the most safety minded skipper.

In April 1955, in the Town of Port Credit, blueprirfts a water and sea rescue plan
were laid to protect the west end of Lake Ontario. Reptasives from powerboat and
yacht clubs from Toronto to Port Dalhousie met to famnited rescue group. The
organization was patterned after T.O.W.A.R.F., and Po@hief Fred Oliver was
delighted and enthusiastic to be an advisor for this grodobert P. Jackson,
Commodore of the Port Credit Yacht Club, headed thenmzg@on for the new group.
The Royal Canadian Mounted Police (R.C.M.P.) and thE.RD were proactive in
offering any assistance they could. The group was named/éseern Lake Water-Air
Force.

Funding was still an issue and when approached, dms IGlub of Oakville stepped
up to the plate and generously donated $3,000 to enable T.O.W.AdRpurchase a
rescue craft.

T.O.W.A.R.F.’s first boat was a twenty-two fddtinter Runabout, powered by one,
eight cylinder engine. She had a top speed of approximatehty-six miles per hour.
The much needed and extremely appreciated patrol boat wémgedcfrom a gentleman
residing in Burlington.

The equipment required for rescues was sparse atatigaly small wooden box held
the contents of some life jackets, a gas can, sonuefe and two pairs of binoculars.
Walt Anderson, of Walt Anderson Fuels, graciously $iegpgas for the boat at no cost
for seven years, also underwriting the cost of maimesa The Rotary Club of Oakville
donated a dual resuscitator and a small grant was giveheblpcal Good Neighbour
Fund.

Upon purchasing the Hunter, more volunteers weguited and trained in
T.0.W.A.R.F.’s operational procedures and first aid. @$girations, hopes and dreams
for T.O.W.A.R.F. were to organize and build it into ablaforce and to inspire the
formation of many similar units. T.O.W.A.R.F. waselato become the nucleus of many
other search and rescue forces.

During the winter months of 1955, the planning and groumkiviar a more effective
and organized force were underway. Pamphlets were digtdito the public giving
information on water safety and letters were seshtwreline residents telling them about
T.0.W.A.R.F. and how to contact the organization.
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Photograph of the Hunter
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The Hunter was docked at the Oakville Power Boab @t no cost to T.O.W.A.R.F.
Over the course of the next few years, T.O.W.A.Rriembers were kept very busy
averaging close to one hundred rescues during each boatisgnséMay to October.)
The extremely busy boating waters were patrolled 1&).W.A.R.F. every evening from
Monday to Friday for approximately five hours. On the kegels, two shifts patrolled
the waters from noon until all boaters were safalyhe harbours, or until a search and
rescue had been completed.

Search and rescue crews carried out their dutiesvillarganized, professional and
calm manner. During one of their rescues, the forasgvnto fast action abetting in the
rescue of five victims in an explosion and flash firattdestroyed a twenty-seven foot
speedboat.

A Port Credit resident and four companions wermgidh the craft about one mile
from the Port Credit Yacht Club dock, when the engtadlesl. The owner attempted to
restart the engine when a sheet of flame erupted frenerigine well and an explosion
followed. Flames shot into the air as high as fifigt. Following the explosion, two of
the passengers jumped overboard sustaining severe blinesother two passengers on
the boat followed. After fruitless efforts to restr the fire, the boat’'s owner jumped
overboard. The two fire extinguishers on board wemfoactional. The five victims
were plucked from the water by members of T.O.W.A.R.Brnk Joyce, a rescue
member, towed the boat to Oakville Yacht Club whepeateeded to sink while firemen
doused the fire.

Another incident involving precise action and dedbeaof T.O.W.A.R.F. members
occurred when a Toronto man and an Etobicoke woman detmdake an evening cruise
in a twelve foot motorboat in Lake Ontario. They wienend stranded in the water seven
miles east of Port Credit. The boat was without awrchor, flares, lights, a
communication system or adequate life preservers. Taehaa run out of gas; the gas
can onboard was empty. After receiving a concerned ptah&om a relative that the
two boaters had not returned and it was well after midnaysix hour search ensued.

Commander Oliver headed the two-boat T.O.W.A.Riht that took part in the
search. After being stranded in the cold and dark foetiieety of the night, the boaters
were rescued at 6:00 a.m. They were exhausted and tdrigditened of what could
have happened if the rescue attempt had not been sutce$sk boat owner’s wife had
drowned the month before when the same vessel onedun the Humber River. The
craft was impounded by the R.C.M.P.

Not all boating incidents involve people and such tlascase of Jocko, the elusive
seal. Jocko had escaped from Prudhomme’s Garden CentratAdoeland and was
enjoying the freedom and luxury of cavorting in the watetsvben Burlington and Port
Credit.

One evening he was spotted clambering up on a small bteakwahe east end of
Oakville. The police notified T.O.W.A.R.F., who displa¢d their rescue boat to attempt
to capture Jocko. The boat struck a submerged rock, snapipitite propeller which
caused a leak. As the crew bailed out of their disabledt, clocko rested on the
breakwater, unconcerned, evidently enjoying all the excitefmemnwas causing. Jocko
was captured shortly after by zoo officials and was ampigreery defiant upon his
arrest.
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Photograph of disabled T.O.W.A.R.F. boat
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T.O0.W.A.R.F. continued to grow as did Commanderedls vision concepts. In
1962, Commander Oliver had the brilliant idea of creatiidoat Plan. This constituted a
boater filling out pertinent information (boat’s namedamake, destination, names of
boaters on board and expected time of arrival back t@ba)bThe form would be given
to a responsible person, who in turn would notify T.QARLF. if the party did not return
at the intended time. T.0O.W.A.R.F. would then begsearch if warranted.

Photograph of Fred Oliver introducing Float Plan
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In conjunction with Fred Oliver’s Float Plan, QMO. radio owner, Howard Caine
of Oakuville, sponsored and supplied thousands of Float Blahehalf of T.O.W.A.R.F.
His radio station was situated on the south sidee&ikteen Mile Creek in Oakville. In
order to forewarn boaters of impending storms, he hitakhing red light erected on the
top of a pole on the T.O.W.A.R.F. premises. The ligas activated by C.H.W.O. to alert
boaters to inclement weather conditions. Howarch€aigenuine concern for boating
safety was a generous contribution to the boating contynuand T.O.W.A.R.F.
volunteers.

T.O.W.AR.F. still required funds, particularly as programme became more
ambitious. Donations came from service clubs, busisegbe United Appeal and
individual citizens. After the 1962 amalgamation of Oakvdled Trafalgar into the
Town of Oakville, T.O.W.A.R.F. became a Board of arporation and was financed
through the tax structure.

In 1963, after eight years of steady operation,Hh@ter was judged to be no longer
sound enough to stand the rigors of service life. PattteoHunter’'s renowned history
was having a bevy of beauties to grace its seats. Huodigivetarlet Jayne Mansfield and
Miss Canada were among celebrities to have boarddduher before she was sold.

The senior officers of T.O.W.A.R.F. began tokidor a suitable replacement and the
general consensus of opinion veered toward a catarhgranhull because of its
seaworthiness in rough water and also because the distnilmdtouoyancy would enable
it to take a lot of weight on one side. This featuould be well suited to rescue work
when water accident victims needed to be retrieved dwerstdes of the boat. In
addition, the hull shape would allow operation in shalater.

T.0.W.A.R.F. finally decided on a used, twenty-twotfcatamaran with an eight foot
beam powered by two Volvo inboard/outboard engines which gavee ineximum speed
of thirty-four miles per hour. Aero Marine Industriehdn located in Oakuville)
converted the hull from that of a small houseboat.

The catamaran’s equipment included one main ponte$lescitator capable of serving
two people (one at a time), first aid Kits, tools, aetsher, blankets, two fire
extinguishers, emergency pyrotechnics, radio equipneergcrambling ladder wide
enough to permit three persons to board simultaneouslras self-inflating life raft,
approved life jackets and a portable generating plant weéalchlights.

On July 6, 1963, thirty power boats including the R.®@Moat, Shaunavon II, sailed
past the Oakville pier and two aircraft flew overheadheskeys to the new boat were
turned over to T.OW.A.R.F. The keys were presented kayo Anderson to
T.0O.W.A.R.F.’s Commander Fred Oliver. He was quot8the event that started
T.0.W.A.R.F. is something that most of us would like to forget.”

The Toronto Daily Star covered the gala celédmaand a proud Commander Oliver
and T.O.W.A.R.F. members smiled gallantly for the caserOne of the complimentary
items that were printed in the article stated thatD.W.A.R.F. is a word that means
brilliant idea.”
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Copy of By-Law 162 — The Corporation of the Town of Oakville
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Page 2 of By-Law 1962




21

Photograph of Jayne Mansfield and Fred Oliver onboard the Hunter
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Photograph of Miss Canada and Fred Oliver onboard the Hunter
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Photograph of Fred Oliver receiving keys to new rescue boat
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After being referred by Town Council, T.O.W.A.Rpurchased the Oakville Yacht
Squadron Club House in 1964, which was located at the watdge at the foot of Navy
Street (east side entrance to the Oakville Harbotir®.W.A.R.F. finally had its first
official home and radio room.

Photograph of first T.O.W.A.R.F. building
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The year 1964 was to be a memorable year for TARM:. It was honoured with
the Award of Merit by the Canadian Boating FederatidDuring its seven years of
presentations, the Award of Merit had never been preseiated group such as
T.O.W.A.R.F. Every inch of the ten-mile Oakville t@€ront was now being patrolled
by T.OW.A.R.F. After ten years of dedicated servideQ.W.A.R.F. was being
rewarded with national recognition.

“It feels good and | feel quite proudstated Commander Fred Oliver upon graciously
accepting the award. Beaming and holding the two plaquéséheeceived; one for
T.OW.AR.F. and one for the Town of Oakville, Commandeliver credited
T.0.W.A.R.F. members, the Town of Oakville and thezeits of Oakville for the
recognition they received.

Photograph of Fred Oliver with Award of Merit
and Miss Boating 1964
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Chapter 3

Ten years had passed since the birth of T.O.W.A.Rieated because of the
devastating deaths of two Sea Scouts and their leadirecshore of Oakville in 1954.

Commander Fred Oliver was building a strong foundatidnmch is exemplary of the
type of man he was and still is. T.O.W.A.R.F. wasging strong.

During the week of February 5th to 13th, 1965, th® . W.A.R.F. rescue boat, the
twenty-two foot catamaran, was proudly displayed at tihu&l Boat Show in the
Automotive Building of the Canadian National ExhibitonCommander Oliver was
guoted as sayingThe boat will be shown to the public with the intention of spreading
the ‘rescue gospel’ throughout this province and Canada.”

T.O.W.A.R.F. was the only rescue operation in @anaf its kind, and Burlington
made an application to the provincial government seekingipsion to set up a similar
operation. T.O.W.A.R.F. was having a powerful impact be tvaterways, thus
enforcing its validity, strength and determination.

Photograph of rescue boat in transit to C.N.E
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One busy weekend in 1965 proved to be interestingrfdExaminer reporter who was
doing a firsthand article on the operations of T.O.\R.&. Three water emergencies
occurred during the short span of time the reporter wabkerescue boat.

A racing snipe had capsized off Oakville Harbour iggilan Oakville resident and his
teenage daughter into the numbing waters of Lake Ontdie. time was approximately
12:50 p.m. on a Sunday, and T.O.W.A.R.F. rescuers were atéme at 1:07 p.m. They
hauled the victims from the water and righted their Eswlboat in time for the duo to
participate in afternoon harbour races taking plackeaOakville Yacht Squadron Club.

Less than an hour later, a Bronte resident bad thrown a rod and was stranded off
the Bronte Harbour. The teenage boy, who was navig#tamgraft, was towed back to
Bronte Harbour and was extremely appreciative to bamsh dnce again.

At approximately 4:10 p.m. the same day, the ‘letsvwggs sounded again and the
rescue boat roared out to the racing area where twadeeboys were desperately
attempting to bail out their swamped sailboat with allsn@nd pump and bucket.

The two boys had finished fifth in the afternoanas and were en route back to the
harbour when their snipe craft was swamped. Once ad&nTi1O0.W.A.R.F. crew
arrived in expedient time and towed the exasperated ybathsto dry land.

These events, happening in the course of a few hwers, typical occurrences in
boating areas. If a storm had surfaced, these boaisigaps could have easily ended in
tragedy.

Fortunately, T.O.W.A.R.F. now had a modern heygtem at the communications
headquarters. The boat was operational within one aatf mimutes. Forty rescue craft
could be assembled into an organized search party withiy fanutes. T.O.W.A.R.F.
was also working in close conjunction with the Tren#®in Sea Rescue Unit, the
Canadian Coast Guard (C.C.G.) and the Hamilton andni@rblarbour Police. The
culmination of these vital forces strengthened seandhrascue endeavours and in most
circumstances, resulted in speedy and successful results

Photograph of patrol boat on duty
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The year was 1966 and T.O.W.A.R.F. was celelgatts twelfth year of marine
vigilance. When founded by Police Chief Fred Oliverdidl, it was predicted by many
that T.O.W.A.R.F. may not last as long as six montsth the due diligence and fierce
determination on the parts of founder Fred Oliver and xleewgive of Harold Bartman,
Bob Johnston, Rudy Back and Gordon Clark, the predictias fwaunded to be wrong.
T.0.W.A.R.F. kept gaining strength in numbers as the ywaigressed.

T.O.W.A.R.F. had inspired and set the pattern ife 6ther organizations, namely;
Grimsby, Hamilton, Orillia, Port Dalhousie and Port dite A delegation in Kingston
was also studying T.O.W.A.R.F. in preparation for a umiheir area.

Photograph of twelfth year anniversary
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By 1967, the skills of the members had becomexs@a@&dinarily honed that it was
decided that T.O.W.A.R.F. was capable, able and readgrtpete in search and rescue
competitions.

On September 23, 1967, the Oakville Power Boat Squa(®oR.B.S.) held its
Centennial Regatta in conjunction with T.O.W.A.R.F. Tregatta sported a mock
search, a rescue mission, a log race and man overbwantise Fleet Captain Dick
Plewman, of the Oakville Power Boat Club and Vicemmander Harold Bartman of
T.O.W.AR.F. led the events of the day. Harold Doahd.O.W.A.R.F. received the
award for the Man Overboard event. It was a proud day.forw.A.R.F. and from that
success, T.O.W.A.R.F. began competing in yearly sesardhrescue competitions.

Photograph and article with Arthur Heaven
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Not withstanding how worthwhile, viable and respdes@n organization may be, it
sometimes falls under scrutiny of others when unréabstpectations are not met. Such
was the case of T.O.W.A.R.F. during a boating traged3G8a.

On a Monday evening in April 1968, a local minister sgbtan overturned boat off
the east pier at the mouth of Sixteen Mile Creek. eM@ommander Harold Bartman
contacted T.O.W.A.R.F. crew member Keith Jeffries wihaturn, proceeded to get the
rescue boat in action. Fortunately, a fifteen yéaryouth was rescued while desperately
clinging to his boat by T.O.W.A.R.F. member Lloyd Liscomidr. Liscombe had been
sailing on his personal craft at the time of the rescligvo other seventeen year old
teens, who were also on the boat, had disappearedtbe¢healark, cold water.

Keith Jeffries and members of the Hamilton Undeew Club discovered the frozen
bodies of the teens the following day. They were fowitti their hands in a cupped
position, presumably as they were while hanging ontsithes of the boat. Hypothermia
had claimed their lives.

The minister appealed to Town Council to implemenescue force in addition to
T.O.W.A.R.F. to avert another drowning tragedy. The tqwatice were more than
willing to act on the recommendation. A small, outldbpolice boat used for harbour
patrol in the summer was launched at the Oakville Y&thuadron Club docks, on the
west side of Sixteen Mile Creek. Whenever the T.AQW.F. rescue craft was not in
commission, the police boat would be ready for duty.

The T.O.W.A.R.F. rescue boat usually started piagdhe waters of Lake Ontario on
the May 24th weekend, while the harbour patrol had a ltdeilup date. The addition of
the police boat would hopefully enhance speedier rescssans on the lake.

In addition to the police boat being ready fotiam, Town Council approved the
recommendation from Mayor Anderson that an emergereghene, with no dial and a
direct line to the police station, be installed on & pear the T.O.W.A.R.F. building. It
was becoming clearer to town officials and residémas water patrol was of the utmost
importance and a priority in saving lives on Lake Ontario.
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Financial difficulties were a constant concasnT.O.W.A.R.F. and by July 1968, the
$1,045 which Town Council allotted to them was already sgeme to vandalism the
previous year in which loudspeakers and other equipment tes,sa new fence to
replace the existing, dilapidated enclosure was ereatedna the perimeter of the
T.0.W.A.R.F. building. During the winter months, a partmf the money obtained from
the town also went into the training of more thae dnndred police and firemen on how
to use the rescue boat and rescue procedures. The apmrhbors on the rescue boat
tripled, which in turn, increased wear and tear on taé.c

T.0.W.A.R.F. was struggling with money issues, but didsnot deter Commander
Fred Oliver from persistently seeking funds from Townu@unl for boat repairs and
other related rescue operation issues.

He also decided that because of the two deatle dakville youths in April of that
year, boaters would benefit from T.O.W.A.R.F.’s operatbeginning a month earlier,
instead of the stipulated May 24th weekend of each bos¢iagon. This too, would lead
to incurring expenditures. Council consented and askeéd t@aW.A.R.F. be put on the
top of their priority list for funding.

Interestingly enough, an editorial written in tDaily-Journal Record in April 1968,
pointed out some valid issues and thought-provoking questiéoowing is an excerpt
written by one of the journalists:

“For years now we have rather sadly observed how it often takesnan tragedy
before public officials take action to make our highways safer.| itMike the same
sacrifice to show authorities there is need for action to the #teegvaterways more than
slightly safer than the highways?

Probably the saddest and most pertinent fact concerning the watgr gedblem is
that both federal and provincial officials evade responsibility for regulatireguse of
small boats and for effective policing. Instead, they are quitengilio leave this to
volunteers and to communities who are prodded into action only aftdod Iate.

Admittedly, the boaters themselves have an obligation to leam aothe basics of
seamanship and to pay attention to such common sense rules such as wegaockdts.
To ignore water safety is to invite trouble and even drowning.

For federal and provincial officials to further ignore the needdwicter laws and
more effective policing of recreational boating is to invite anarchyhensater and even
death. Oakville has learned that it neither brings back the dead nor comisellgng.”
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Accolades and praises were once again in stor@6i for one of T.O.W.A.R.F.’s
finest. The Oakville Optimist Club presented Vice ComadegirHarold Doane (upon the
recommendation of Police Chief Fred Oliver) a merit r@w&or his outstanding
contribution in work safety. The award recognized dedioatd the cause of safety and
for the advancement for respect for law. Chief Oliveven dismissed an opportunity to
acknowledge and praise the fortuitous work of others.

Photograph of Optimists presentation to Harold Doane
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By April 1969, T.O.W.A.R.F. was still averaging ohandred rescue calls per year.
At least five members were taking Power Squadron cougsesy winter and all
members were required to be graduates of the St. Jomnisilance First Aid Course.
The membership consisted of sixty-four volunteers whieevaévays on twenty-four hour
call. To aid in their missions, T.O.W.A.R.F. was suppodby a radio monitor, forty-two
local cruisers (twenty-three of them radio equippédd planes, three helicopters and
two tug boats.

Training took place every day during the summer whesmiscveere on duty, including
weekends. One of the training exercises is Man Ovedb&uch is an example of the
exercise:

“Bobbing in the choppy waters of Lake Ontario, the victim is enBpeck as the
T.0.W.A.R.F. catamaran hurtles toward him. Churning powerfully thrahghwater,
the rescue boat heels over slightly as it makes a wide turn to apptoagictim upwind.
The boat is aimed directly at the victim and bears down on him witbhdhethrottles
wide open. As the victim is neared, boat speed is decreased abdathiakes course
alongside of the victim. With the propellers thrashing in revehgepoat churns to an
almost dead stop beside the victim. The victim is then hauled aboardnatter of
seconds and then raced back to the Oakville Harbour where an ambulanceewill b
waiting.

In a circumstance when there is a downwind, the chancesingtitie victim can be
greatly increased. The rescue boat, however, can be held stationary d®tigsivictim
if it is headed into the wind. Once alongside, the victim is reiheeked straight from
the water or rolled aboard on a rolling ladder. The ladder, made of wookdé¢s and
four nylon ropes, is usually used if the victim is floating horizontallis unconscious.
Attached to the gunwales, the ladder is thrown overboard upon approachingtinge vi
The crew then maneuvers the victim up against the ladder, reaches dopullang the
ladder’s bottom slat. The victim, suspended in the resulting neensrolled aboard the
boat where resuscitators are immediately put to use.”

A similar scene can often be seen today froenlétkeshore during evenings and
weekends when T.O.W.A.R.F. is operational. This isgu&t of many emergency drills
that are part of training for T.O.W.A.R.F. members. p&waling on cold water
temperatures, a human practice victim is not always @redl Death can occur within
fourteen minutes at a sixty-four degree Fahrenheit temperatn such cases, life jackets
and other objects are used to practice lifesaving.

Training also includes the use of the resuscitabmat handling, landmarks and radio
operation. On bad weather evenings, the crews spend afosheir shifts at
T.0.W.A.R.F. headquarters practicing navigation and seattérps
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In the summer of 1969, the antics and frivolitiésyoung swimmers were becoming
increasingly menacing to powerboats and sailboats. @nrhuggy days, hordes of
youngsters would dive into the lake from one of the twosprethe Oakville Harbour.

One of the most favoured games was playing ‘chickeith boats leaving the
harbour. Some children would try to swim directly iarfr of powerboats, while others
would wait for a small sailboat, dive in the water #meh hang onto the boat’s bow.

These life threatening acts quickly came to avwabhén T.O.W.A.R.F. officials feared
for the safety of the reckless children and for thaté&s who were being harassed.
T.0.W.A.R.F. members spent much of their time reprimagndind discouraging the
youths from plunging into the unsafe waters, whiletiwgiin anticipation for swimming
to be banned from the area.

Newspaper article about menacing children
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The timing of Commander Fred Oliver's retirement|970 coincided with the
beginning of a new boating season. Commander Olivar, salv sixteen years ago the
desperate need for a rescue unit on Lake Ontario, fed#isttime to leave his duties in the
very capable hands of new Commander Harold Bartman, hdub also been with
T.0.W.A.R.F. since its beginning.

On a warm and welcoming weekend in June 1970, Fred rOkeeived salutations,
praises and due respect for all the meritorious work he héalped in the past years as
founder and commander of T.O.W.A.R.F.

Friday evening was Fred Oliver Night at the Secondual Awards Dinner of the
Ontario Association of Chiefs of Police held in Barr A plague presented to
Commander Oliver was a tribute in recognition of thel ytat he played in the founding
of T.O.W.A.R.F. and directing its operation for thetpsisteen years. Chief Oliver also
received the Ontario Police Chief's Award in acknowledgtrof exceptional service in
law enforcement. The Ontario police chiefs also homurim for his activities in the
association, of which he was president in 1963. Chiefédhvas also a member of three
committees of the International Association of Chieff Police.

Saturday night was equally exhilarating when CommantieerQvas the guest of
honour at a surprise party held at the Oakville Powett Bdabhouse. Here, he was
presented with a golf bag and golf shoes by the membéhne Gi.O.W.A.R.F. force and a
plaque appointing him a life membership to T.O.W.A.R.F.

Photograph of Fred Oliver receiving a loud welcome on Fred OliveNight
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By the end of June 1970, a campaign was well undetavdevelop Safety Afloat in
conjunction with the Oakville Canadian Power SquadrarBfeating Safety Week from
July 1st to July 7th.

Volunteers from both organizations teamed up to digeitwo important pamphlets
on boating procedures and safety at the three mainHanghcamps in the Oakuville area.
Attention was directed toward the casual boater whb ndit belong to any boating
organization.

At the same time, members of T.O.W.A.R.F. wals® stressing the importance of
filling out a Float Plan for boaters leaving for tripsoimuter reaches of the lake.

The need for such action was again pointed out whmamber of the Oakville Power
Boat Club drifted helplessly for fourteen hours until tsptb by a boat several miles
offshore from Bronte Harbour. The boat had lospitgpeller.

The operator of the boat, who was without acrauti flares, had not been reported
missing before being spotted adrift. The craft was tovesdk firom Bronte Harbour to
Oakville Harbour by the T.O.W.A.R.F. rescue boat.

T.O.W.A.R.F. was delighted with a visit from rRe Minister Pierre Trudeau at
Bronte Harbour in June 1971. The Prime Minister’s priv&tieinook helicopter landed at
the Oakville Harbour causing great excitement for thevdeoof onlookers. It was a
glorious day with a water demonstration seen by alfladil cruisers, including the Prime
Minister's R.C.M.P. boat.

T.0.W.AR.F. officials (Harold Bartman, HaroRbane, Douglas Clouse and Bob
Johnston) had the opportunity and privilege of speaking to daamd@rime Minister
before he boarded his helicopter awaiting him at the Brétarbour. Upon takeoff, a
mass of children could be heard shoutiWyg’'ve seen Trudeau.”

In early fall of 1971, dedication and skills wepait to the ultimate test when
T.0.W.A.R.F. members were enlisted into the searclaféessna 182 aircraft which had
plunged into the waters of Lake Ontario. The aironafs returning four people from the
Can-Am races in Ohio to Toronto during a severe electstoain when radio contact was
lost. The last words of the pilot werd,Hings are flying all over. I've lost my gyro. I've
lost my horizon.”

T.0.W.AR.F. and ten divers from the Hamiltom Sea Rescue Unit were joined in
the search by the R.C.M.P. launch, Shaunavon Il. uk fundred foot line, which was
hooked to the sunken aircraft, broke and the divers vegoed to resume their search
once again.

The water search was supplemented by an underw#eision camera which was
towed behind one of the rescue boats. The bomb-shapdtbated approximately three
feet above the bottom of the lake transmitting cleetupes to the television onboard the
boat.

Meanwhile, Fred Oliver, who had been personallykwmgr on the search sixteen
hours a day, in addition to his regular duties with théceodepartment, fell while
onboard the Shaunavon II, which was being used as trehdszadquarters.

Chief Oliver was taken to Oakville Hospital, whetewas reported that he had
cracked some ribs and injured his leg. He refused to istagdpital and returned to his
home where he kept in touch with the search by telephone

For weeks, the search ensued with over sevedréd and fifty volunteers assisting.
All involved were heroic in their diligent efforts to e the missing aircratft.
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Photograph of divers and rescue boat during search for missingjrcraft
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Letter of gratitude to Commander Harold Bartman from Fred Oliver
during airplane search
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Rescue calls were answered readily, even though sbthem turned out to be false.
On a violent, stormy afternoon in November 1971, T.O.\R.K. volunteers battled some
of the worst weather they had faced in years in a L@k&ario rescue attempt. An
unidentified, local citizen had reported to Oakville policatthe withnessed a sailboat
capsize about two miles offshore from the OakvilleBdar. Fighting twelve to fifteen
foot waves, the T.O.W.A.R.F. crew searched franticidlyhours between the Oakuville
and Bronte Harbours.

“It was like looking for a needle in a haystackyice Commander Harold Doane
reported, after he had brought the rescue boat and hisaalked crew ashore when the
search was abandoned.

Police stated that the caller was convinced he kad the sailboat capsize, but
fortunately, no boats were reported missing in the.area

The labours of an organization’s hard work do not gaeems In April 1975,
T.O0.W.A.R.F. was honoured with the Citizen of the Yéavard. The Oakville Lions
Club presented its distinguished award to T.O.W.A.RaFaigala affair held at the
Holiday Inn with representatives from community organiaj guest speakers and past
recipients.

The award was presented to Commander Harold Barbyahion member Fred
Oliver, the founder of T.O.W.A.R.F. During the evenedriOliver gave an interesting
and factual account of the organization’s history.

Photograph Mr. and Mrs. Harold Bartman with award
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Photograph of Fred Oliver, Harold Bartman and Doug Clouse holdig award
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Congratulations from Pierre Elliott Trudeau
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Chapter 4

By 1976, T.O.W.A.R.F.’s membership was increasinghwitinety-four active
members ready to assist in any emergency, not onbyndr®akville, but as far away as
Scarborough, east of Toronto.

Still operating from the Town of Oakville’s budgetOTW.A.R.F. was expected to
remain in existence until drastic changes took place by therrer province regarding
local water measures. Lake Ontario boaters took satatee fact that the waters in
which they were enjoying their leisurely summer hours wage than adequately
patrolled by T.O.W.A.R.F., who worked in close conjuncteith the Oakville police
and fire departments.

T.O.W.AR.F. officials were also busy having dssions and preparing reports
outlining the benefits of linking volunteer rescue operaiwith the Canadian Coast
Guard.

The Canadian Coast Guard (C.C.G.) took note againbeoking at ways to establish
a rescue auxilliary that would adhere to national standafdle recognizing regional
differences. The study showed that many local vokmtgganizations were already
performing valuable search and rescue functions and recogtiiaedsuch volunteer
action should be assisted through a formal organizatiohhe organization of
T.0.W.A.R.F. was instrumental in the formulation ofipels and procedures which were
implemented by the Canadian Coast Guard.

Thus, followed the formation of the Canadian &arRescue Auxilliary (C.M.R.A.)
in 1978. In 1997, the name was changed to the Canadian @aestd Auxilliary
(C.C.G.A) T.0.W.A.R.F. became one of the units unideir auspices. The five regions
were; Newfoundland, Maritimes, Laurentian and Ceranal Arctic.

The auxilliary associations in each region agrdedugh formal agreements to
provide

a) auxilliary vessels to augment the capability of existinghpry Coast Guard
search and rescue (S.A.R.) vessels

b) volunteers to assist and participate in S.A.R. prewardctivities

c) volunteer participation in other marine related S.A.ivdies authorized by
the Coast Guard, such as S.A.R. training courses and cowgfdsaball craft
courtesy examinations

d) funding for administrative, organization and insurancetscad the five
C.C.G.A. associations

e) funding for reimbursement of out of pocket expenses incurradebguxiliary
while engaged in authorized S.A.R. activities

f) support services by Coast Guard personnel to provide traininguaddnce,
promotion, identifying insignia and specialized loan equiprf@n.A.R.
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The importance of the role played by dedicatedntekrs in Canada’s marine search
cannot be stressed enough. Without them, many lives waud heen lost. The
Canadian Marine Rescue Auxilliary (C.M.R.A.) was proudb& associated with such
selfless volunteers and a $750,000 plan was announced effegtieansport Minister
Otto Lang in the early spring of 1978.

Not all boat rescues had people aboard and this wasate when police authorities
suspected the worst after a fourteen foot fiberglassasdilcontaining two children’s life
jackets and a paddle was found partially submerged in ther wath another paddle
floating beside it. The boat was discovered on amoage morning in June 1978, in Lake
Ontario, east of the Third Line in Oakville. The crafis recovered at approximately
8:20 a.m. by the T.O.W.A.R.F. members.

Apparently, the boat had been stolen from the y@adkof a Bronte residence and was
thrown into the lake. This was the second incidenttmowithin a few months in which
a personal craft had been stolen from private property ecidesssly tossed into Lake
Ontario.

Photograph of stolen sailboat retrieved by T.O.W.A.R.F.
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A tightly organized T.O.W.A.R.F. was indeed ready dny emergency, and by the
late summer of 1978, as rescues calls increased, soathethty on the rescue boat. The
twenty-two foot catamaran began to show signs of seveeg and tear. An appeal was
made to the Town of Oakville to allot funds for a n@saue boat. However, this appeal
was postponed and T.O.W.A.R.F. members diligently caatrto make rescue calls in a
somewhat unpredictable, rescue cratft.

T.0.W.A.R.F. was involved in many activities and e summer of 1979, a movie
about a New England island infested with witchcraft vpastially filmed on the
premises. The television movie was called, ‘Bay Coven.’

Captain Keith Jeffries recalls being the ‘guard doginduthe weeklong stint. He
closely watched the production in process while sittinthéradio room, mesmerized by
the movie making process.

Many years had passed since the formation of T.ORVWFA in 1954 and countless
persons owed their lives to the rescue unit which was rdasmiely by volunteers and
supported by the Town of Oakville. Oakville Town Councdsyon more than one
occasion, congratulated for their foresight and deidicato preserving an excellent
rescue force.

Many skeptics thought T.O.W.A.R.F. would dissipateaimatter of months, but it
was now embarking on a quarter century of service.

Photograph of T.O.W.A.R.F. — a quarter century of service
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Commander Harold Bartman could not have been matedewhen in April 1979,
T.0.W.A.R.F.’s pleas were answered when they redereeincil’s stamp of approval for
a new rescue boat. The boat was to be built by Aemdand Industries and expected to
be ready for operation by the beginning of 1980.

The twenty-two foot catamaran, that was to Ipdaced after sixteen years of rescue
service, had been more than a faithful servant to #ie/ile boating community.

Vice Commander Harold Doane recalled two specifcumstances in which the ‘old
girl' had assisted in rescues. In a newspaper article Vicer@ader Doane was quoted
as saying, A couple and their two kids set out across the lake in a beat up and old 32
foot cruiser. It was leaking and they were low on gas. The vafe saking and
screaming when we rescued them. They were drifting six miléy &drt Credit. Their
engine had failed. They were 25 miles from their destination, St. Gahabut they
were okay.

A man and a woman were touring to Grimsby in a homemade sailboat and never
made it. They just never made it. After extensive searchedound the boat floating
off the shore of Bronte. He was floating alongside the boat in higatket, with his
head back, but he was dead. She was floating face down.”

Another heroic rescue attempt was made that pearturned out to be tragic. Four
residents of Grimsby lost their lives in the turbulemttevs of Lake Ontario when their
craft capsized and was later discovered near the smereff Appleby Line. Bits of
debris, including a homemade boat seat, were found andifiggénby relatives.
Searching in inclement weather, T.O.W.A.R.F. memberstspeuars assisting in the
search with the Halton police and fire departmentsabatfforts were futile.

Photograph of boat seat discovered by T.O.W.A.R.F. in rescuetampt
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The eleven crews of T.O.W.A.R.F. were jubilanthe start of the boating season of
1980. With a $33,000 grant from the Town of Oakville and a generous donation of
$11,475 from the Lions Club of Oakville, a new rescue laoaited the arrival of the
members who would be taking it into the waters of L&katario on many rescue
missions.

The new, twenty-five foot catamaran style hodld twin 140 horsepower Volvo
engines with Penta outdrives. Aero Marine Industids) had moved to Picton, Ontario,
was responsible for building the new craft. It was thost modern and best equipped
craft on the lake. It could also run in two and a fedt of water and could attain speeds
up to forty miles per hour.

There was continual communication with the podind fire departments. In addition
to a direct line to the police department, T.O.W.A.RvAs monitoring and transmitting
on VHF marine stations16 and 68. They also monitored Chenahannel 13. When
out on patrol, the T.O.W.A.R.F. boat was in constamhmunication with T.O.W.A.R.F.
headquarters. The same communication is intact today.

Each year T.O.W.A.R.F. was becoming busier thary&lar before. As the number of
boaters using the lake was increasing, so were the nuohlzadls T.O.W.A.R.F. was
receiving.

T.0.W.AR.F. was becoming a more instrumental aecessary organization to the
waters of Lake Ontario.

Photograph of T.O.W.A.R.F. display during boating week in 1980
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Copy of Thank You from T.O.W.A.R.F.to the
Mayor and Councillors of Oakuville
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The infinity of the lake drew the first woman ttee ranks of T.O.W.A.R.F. in the
spring of 1981. Marie Simo didn’'t set out to be thsetfivoman volunteer with the rescue
unit, but never regretted the turn of events. Simo’sraspns were to become a
professional navigator and got involved with T.O.W.A.R.F. aasneans of getting
practical experience.

In an interview with the Oakville Beaver, a sedlvy Simo was reported as saying,
“Discrimination has never come up because we’re just an enthusiastiapgof
volunteers trying to help the boaters on the lake. All of the people baen very
helpful. They've all been perfect gentlemen.”

This was to be the beginning for many more women to ijpisearch and rescue
missions with the T.O.W.A.R.F. unit.

Photograph of Marie Simo and T.O.W.A.R.F. boat
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Boaters were notoriously confident of having thditgtid remain in their craft should
a mishap occur. T.O.W.A.R.F. had seven boating inspebioil982 to assist boaters,
assuring them that their crafts were properly outfittetliargood working condition.

Inspections were done free of charge (as theytaalay) to ensure that necessary
boating equipment and how it should be used were in fda@mergencies.

An excerpt from the Oakville Beaver promotdtese inspections by stating,
“Boating is one of the most rewarding pastimes, but there is anealeof danger
which can be modified with common sense and awareness of your boaiu adfey
properly outfitted and know your abilities with your boat, you can he\avor.”

Rescues of course, were the mainstay of the day, anédblbwing letter from the
Canadian Marine Rescue Auxilliary, depicted the outtan job the members of
T.0.W.A.R.F. were doing.

Copy of C.M.R.A. thank you letter
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By 1984, numbers in boaters on the waters of Lakiai@ were growing and also the
number of successful years that T.O.W.A.R.F. had bpenational.

The initiation of a new crew member wasn’'t glsvamooth sailing according to
novice Brad Yarema, who was slightly nervous, yet emlstis about his first night on
duty. During a stormy and rain soaked evening in the eartyopa&ugust, he departed
from his vehicle and walked through the doors of T.O.W.A,Rabt knowing what to
expect. Brad Yarema’s first night on duty was an gyener.

“It was quite a stormy evening'he stated. “I walked through the door and was
quickly greeted by my new captain, Henry Dart. He told me toegely as we had an
emergency call. | followed instructions and ran to the rescue boatthatihest of the
crew. Sheets of lightning were ripping through the sky and the feaddite wind made
it hard to keep your balance. The waves were about eight to tdnidket

Some poor sailor had been caught in the squall and his mast had been tormcemvay f
the deck of his thirty-seven foot sailboat. His boat was running amokeandeded help
quickly. As we were in pursuit of him, the crest of the waees reaching the top of the
rescue boat and spilling water into it. After several attemptsyafg to get a tow line
hooked onto his boat, we finally succeeded and towed him back to the harbeas ot
this mission, while hanging on for dear life, that | was introduced toetteof the crew.”

Photograph of docked rescue vessel
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“Some said it wouldn’t last, but here we are celebrating our thirtitiniversary.
I’'m very proud of all the members. They are very dedicated pedmeshed founder
Fred Oliver at an open house and boating safety dispapuring T.O.W.A.R.F.’s
unrelenting service during the past thirty years.

According to former Commander Harold Bartmamr, dedication of volunteers and
recognizing the importance of continuous improvement, ioned to the success of
T.0.W.A.R.F. Commander Bartman, delighted to be partaik the activities of the day
was adamant in stating thatVe don’t let T.O.W.A.R.F. ride by itself. We’re always
changing. Every single year we have to prove ourselves to timetdoget funding and
we have attempted to keep a very strong leadership. I'm vergeple® still be
associated with this organization. They do a great job.”

Commander Ron Wright, also present at the open haasequoted as sayin{t is
the spirit of cooperation which is one reason for its success beepdst thirty years.
The Town of Oakville has never refused us anything. We have budgktecatsyone
else, but they have always said if there is a major breakdowre meed something in an
emergency, then their door is always open. All the various secluts, powerboat
clubs and yacht clubs are always more than willing to help.”

The enthusiasm and dedication which provided thalinitipetus for T.O.W.A.R.F.
was still as strong as ever. The cooperation among dke of Oakville, service clubs
and local boaters resulted in mutual respect and adnmmrédiothe many contributions
that all had made.

Another addition to T.O.W.A.R.F. was a fully gped four-man, rubber craft
(Zodiac) which enabled the team to respond to calls orake in relatively shallow
water.

By 1985, there were an estimated ten thousand boatetske Ontario and marine
units were strengthened to ensure the safety of the exghysiastic sailors enjoying the
sport of boating. In Oakville, the crews of T.O.W.AARwere kept alert and busy
responding to the many distress calls they were recefrong disabled boaters.

The frigid waters of Lake Ontario took the life @fBrampton youth and sent his
brother to hospital when their new canoe capsized anidtse two youths plunging into
the icy water. It was this horrible disaster thajdrethe T.O.W.A.R.F. season of 1985.

Keith Jeffries, Searchmaster of T.O.W.A.R.Fhowook part in the search, sadly
stated “There was a possibility that the youth didn’t drown, but may havd die
hypothermia due to the severe coldness of the water. It is ditiocdétermine how long
a person could remain in the lake before losing consciousness from the cold.

The surviving brother was found shivering and clinging baay by a boater cruising
in his powerboat. Meanwhile, two airplanes and a hplexowere enlisted in the search
for the missing brother who had slipped under the frigitewa

The rescue was hampered by vast sheets of lomgrédg which impaired visibility
and stretched the search into a lengthy and frustratogegure in the attempt to finally
locate the missing youth’s body.
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Photograph and newspaper article of T.O.W.A.R.F.’s thirty yar anniversary
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Photograph of Searchmaster Keith Jeffries
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The home of T.O.W.A.R.F. was now a forty yelt building in a relatively bad state
of affairs. The unstable structure, with its wooden &amwas not insulated and
welcomed the cold, wind and rain at the best of times, lwldaked in through open
cracks. It consisted of a small galley, communicaéiad briefing rooms, which were
rendering themselves unsuitable. A severe sewage problamalsa making the
building unusable.

For the past three years, Commander Ron Wright leen on a crusade seeking
municipal assistance in funding for a new building. e\wrbuilding was estimated to
cost between $50,000 to $60,000 and the town agreed to put thetregueeir list of
priorities.

In spite of its poor condition, some T.0.W.A.RrRembers found the old building
cozy and inviting with its many fishnets hanging from tkedirmgs. Crew member Brad
Yarema recalled a warm feeling that enveloped thide shack. He statedt was
like a little, east coast style shanty waiting for its fisherrtee return from their day’s
pick of the sea. There wasn’t a park on the south side of it, asitheow, and the lake
came right up to the edge of the building. When the waves were high astdittezs of
the radio room were open, water would coming barreling in and flood us out.”

Photograph of old T.O.W.A.R.F. building
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Chapter 5

Months of torrential downpours were causing more thgh datum water levels in
rivers, creeks and Lake Ontario in the spring of 1986 and 1%83haps, the rise in water
was causing citizens to see things in the lake that wisenstrued other than what they
thought they had witnessed. On four separate occasepwis were made to the police
department of shark sightings. Investigations were dodé¢henconclusion was that Lake
Ontario was not shark infested.

On a rainy and windy evening in April 1987, four Oakvidenagers decided to forego
a game of bowling and spend their evening’s entertainmemhimgttwelve foot waves
crash against the pier at Oakville Harbour. The eveningetuout to be disastrous for
the teens and their distraught families.

Two of the youths ventured out onto the pier anthei return back, were swept into
the dangerous waters when a huge wave descended upon theenof @he youths
onshore dashed in pursuit of a life preserver that hespatted several hundred yards
away.

Fortunately, one of the drowning teens was abigab the preserver and was dragged
ashore in a state of unconsciousness. The othemagemowhere to be seen in the dark
and violent lake.

Divers and volunteers from T.O.W.A.R.F. beganlaroat impossible quest in search
of the missing youth. Visibility in the silt-muddied watgas zero and divers had to feel
their way across the harbour floor.

Three long and wearisome months later, the tedidgly was discovered
approximately one mile west of the Oakville Harbour laying geguirest the breakwater.

Photograph of harbour with waves splashing over it
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It was September 1987, when Halton Member of Radid, Otto Jelinek convinced
the federal government of the importance of T.O.W.A.Rkie to his efforts, the force
now had $50,000 to add to their potential new headquarters’ fund.

The announcement was officially made to an elatedpgof T.O.W.A.R.F. members
on a foggy Saturday morning at the T.O.W.A.R.F. headquaatdhe foot of Navy Street
in Oakuville.

Council voted in mid-October to demolish the forgar old, weathered headquarters
and granted permission to architects, Jackson and Ryderpdeepr with footing and
wall installation.

The new, fifteen hundred square foot building wouldrtspm observation deck
surrounding the radio room, galley, training room, two offic®e washrooms and
shower facilities. The building could then be openttmirs, enabling boaters and the
public to be enlightened as to the services of T.O.WRA.R.

Photograph of Otto Jelinek making announcement of funding for ne
T.0.W.A.R.F. headquarters
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Transport Canada was to be applauded at the beginhl@§8owhen it announced
that it would be providing five million dollars to the CaradiMarine Rescue Auxilliary
over the next five years for operational expendituressafe boating programmes.

The five auxillary regions across Canada would lisertoney for insurance, fuel and
oil, training, administrative and organization costs. sTiead to the enhancement of the
rescue units in assisting the Canadian Coast Guara@rnalsand rescue missions, as well
as the much needed promotion of safety programmes.

Meanwhile, Fred Oliver was still very much on tbhere and his main focus was now
in the political arena. Councillor Oliver, also an agdlfer, spent seventeen years
fulfilling different roles within the Canadian Open ale@® Abbey. For ten years, he was
Chairperson of Security and served as Chairperson dCdnadian Open from 1988 to
1989.

Photograph and newspaper article on Fred Oliver at the Canadn Open
Championship at Glen Abbey
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A new home fit for T.O.W.A.R.F. was talk ofetfown of Oakville in October 1988.
With a generous gift of $50,000 from the federal governmenttandown of Oakville
covering additional expenditures, the new $186,000 T.O.WFA.Readquarters was
ready for occupancy.

“This new building is a Godsend. It's long overdue and cannot help but lifbtinale
of the volunteers,’stated an enthusiastic and grateful Ward 3 Regional QaunEred
Oliver. He was one of many dignitaries at the wekraded, ribbon cutting ceremony
held in the early part of October.

The muted blue pastel building, which was twice the ef the old building, was
designed to incorporate its distance from the lake.rélamas now upgraded equipment,
use of training facilities and better morale among the beesnof T.O.W.A.R.F., who
give so willingly of their time and energy to help $koin distress on the area’s
waterways.

The thirty-four year old organization of T.O.W.AHRwas the oldest rescue unit in
existence in Southern Ontario. When questioned as to ViV A.R.F. was still afloat
while many similar organizations had gone under, Counddlrer proudly responded
by saying, “It's the attitude of the volunteers, from the commander on down,hhsit
kept us goingThere is also the great need.”

Photograph of unveiling ceremony of new T.O.W.A.R.F. building wh Fred Oliver
delivering a speech
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What began as a routine rescue mission of tworsaithose boat had capsized during
the summer of 1989, turned into a sea of rescues involwey dapsized vessels and
rescue boats from three units.

The Halton Police Marine unit was first callechpproximately 11:30 on a sunny, but
windy Saturday, October morning. A sailing vessel had dunipesvo, fourteen year
old occupants into the lake about three quarters of afroile Bronte Harbour. Unable
to right their boat, the youths climbed onto the hod awaited rescue.

What was unexpected, when the call came in througRekeue Coordinating Centre
in Trenton, was the appearance of four other vesdsts,capsized off the harbour and
their occupants in desperate need of help.

Because of the number of people in need of redmidy, T.O.W.A.R.F. and the
Canadian Coast Guard were called to the scene. Tdseee boats plucked the victims
from the frigid lake and towed the sailors and their $oat the Bronte Harbour.
Fortunately, there were no injuries, and only some mit@mage to one of the sailing
vessels.

Throughout the boating season of 1989, many gratuitotesdetvere received from
local boaters thanking T.O.W.A.R.F. members for aidivegn in their distress.

Photograph of newspaper article, Images, in which T.O.W.A.FE. members are busy
at work
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If you lived or worked in the Town of Oakville, wit clear view of the lake or
harbours and had a pair of binoculars and a telephomeMatt Kennedy, T.O.W.A.R.F.
Searchmaster needed you.

In the spring of 1990, T.O.W.A.R.F. was beckoning ladesesidents for assistance in
establishing a new programme called Coastwatchers.

The programme was designed to seek assistancdalkefont residents to accurately
convey to T.O.W.A.R.F. problems they could see on theeis of Lake Ontario.

After the volunteers had offered their servide§).W.A.R.F. officials visited them to
explain in depth what Coastwatchers was all about. vidlenteers resided in eight
designated sections along the coastline of the tenwailerfront that was being patrolled
by T.O.W.A.R.F. They were given ‘compass roses’ hith police department’s phone
number and a checklist of steps to follow.

T.O0.W.A.R.F. personnel helped find a suitable locatio each of their homes for
their compasses and helped them set it up correctlgdsy use. The eager group of
Coastwatchers was then given training and some hanésqmrience to initiate them
into their new duties.

Photograph of Matt Kennedy and Ron Wight in their plea for volunteers for
Coastwatchers
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The Coastwatchers were doing a fine job while engyhe comfort of their private
homes.

In the meantime, on an unexpected, stormy Thurgdaying in May 1990, two
unfortunate Oakville men spent forty, gruelling minutes in fle®zing, thirty-eight
degree Fahrenheit waters of Lake Ontario.

Four Oakville residents were out sailing and got hia Isyrprise gust of wind. One
man started to fall overboard, while a second one grahibetb save him and they were
both dumped into the chilling water.

As the sailboat was carried downwind, one of the men who had managed to
remain on the boat, dispatched an urgent May Day distedlss That was all they could
do as they travelled further and further away from tfgnds, flailing in the treacherous
lake.

Three rescue crafts (one being T.O.W.A.R.Fporded immediately to the distress
call. The two frightened and exhausted victims werekelddrom the freezing waters by
crew members of a private sailboat that was cruisinthe Bronte area. The two men
credited their foul weather suits in helping to sdartlives.

The four victims were transferred onto the T.QAW.F. rescue boat for a speedier
trip back to Oakville Harbour, where they received mediail

Photograph of T.O.W.A.R.F. rescue of two drowning men
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By June 1992, the waters of Lake Ontario were irrektively bad state of
contamination, but fortunately the spillage of an unkmawantity of oil did not pose a
threat to the environment.

A lake freighter, delivering raw material to the Lawrence Cement plant in Clarkson
was blamed for an oil spill which encompassed a five-stitetch of water along the
shores of Lake Ontario near Oakville. The spill wamediately noticed and reported by
diligent volunteers of the Coastwatchers Programme.

The spill, caused by a ruptured fuel tank, was infti@ported to the Canadian Coast
Guard. The Coast Guard’s Ship Safety Office was immelgiabntacted and told to take
a sample of oil from the ship. The investigation fourel spillage to be that of a thin
sheen of oil mixed with clumps of heavier oil. Salvageseés were directed to the spill,
but were unable to travel into the shallow waters.pt@ia John Visschedyk and crew
members Matt Kennedy, Brad Yarema and Russ Shaw oWWIACR.F. contained the
spill, during a five hour period, by circling the residue amdrtg it further into the lake.

Two tugs, two barges and a holding tank were used itwgaty-four hour cleanup
operation. Relieved environmentalists and the boating tyosere more than thankful
for the immediate attention and quick cleanup of thepmil.

In addition to performing duties such as such asngwn distressed boaters and
saving lives, T.O.W.A.R.F. advised the public about weatbeditions on the lake. The
headquarters of T.O.W.A.R.F. was facilitated with aob@eter and wind meter that
enabled them to keep an accurate account of local weathditions.

Most boaters relied on the clear skies and sunyy tdaguide them unceremoniously
through the waters of Lake Ontario. Such was the tasehich a pair of Hamilton
boaters almost met their demise on a seemingly, mtievevening in August 1993.

Luck had manifested itself in many ways for the ésplduo after their vessel had
struck a log and sank while navigating through the wateomditions that proved poor
visibility due to fog.

After their initial misfortunate of having a threeh hole puncture the bow of their
seventeen foot, fiberglass runabout, the boatersdc&dr help from the radio onboard.
Luckily, after initially receiving an erroneous positiaa to their location, T.O.W.A.R.F.
members located the craft before it submersed.

A line was attached to the vessel, but snapped anbotitesank in approximately
thirty feet of water. The two men were returned unitearto Bronte Harbour from where
the boat had been launched.
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After forty years of countless rescues, the mesbf T.O.W.A.R.F. summed up their
success in one word: DEDICATION.

In June 1994, there were more than one hundred e&tin the membership of
T.O.W.AR.F. They came from every walk of life antl were well versed in
seamanship, boat handling, rescue techniques, first aidR.CtRdio, radar and helicopter
rescue.

Boaters were becoming better educated but theterestiained a vital need for
T.0.W.A.R.F. services.

Photograph and newspaper article of T.O.W.A.R.F.’s fortieh anniversary
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Congratulations from Governor General Ramon John Hnatyshyn
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T.0.W.AR.F. was becoming noted for welcoming fampesple and serving as a
backdrop for film productions.

In the summer of 1995, handsome, blue-eyed, Wolbd star Paul Newman spent
time at T.O.W.A.R.F. endorsing Rolex watches. He waking a commercial for
showing in Japan.

The production company transformed the front offtli@W.A.R.F. building into the
back patio of a home and had Mr. Newman barbecuing. ©nwhst, he sported a
$70,000 Rolex platinum watch.

During production, the famous Paul Newman resided muaehtrailer parked beside
the T.O.W.A.R.F. building.

Photograph of Matt Kennedy, Paul Newman
and Jack Cook (longtime Secretary/Treasurer
who passed away in 2001)
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T.0.W.A.R.F. was to be credited with saving lieéshe general public, as well as the
boating community of Oakville.

In June 1996, hundreds of people were on the piersande of Bronte Harbour
witnessing the arrival of the tall ship Empire Sandy mvheseventy-seven year old man
suffered a heart attack.

Due to the quick thinking of T.O.W.A.R.F. crew nimrs Roy Bulizo, Peter Reed
and Frank Amaral, C.P.R. was administered, followed dsuscitation. The elderly
gentleman was quickly transported to hospital by ambularieere he remained until
fully convalesced.

“I'm very proud of the crew. It shows our guys are there wherdee,” stated crew
Captain Peter Offord.

The heroic deeds of the crew did not go unnotiddee captain of Empire Sandy was
very impressed by the fast action and skills of the T.@.R/F. crew and invited them
for dinner onboard the renowned tall ship.

Photograph of Empire Sandy
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Chapter 6

BE&&

A weekend fishing trip in October 1997, turned out to&abelose call for three
fishermen when their boat capsized in Lake Ontario, hgpthe trio treading in deep,
chilling water.

While out on their excursion, a fast moving cabumisar sent a large wave toward
their twenty-six foot fishing vessel, filling its engine Wweith water and flooding the
batteries. The three men worked feverishly to batew&iom the boat as it was sinking.
One of the brave victims began to swim back to shoredfp, land upon looking back at
the craft, could only see its nose peeking above therwate

A May Day alert originating from the Coast Guard umiPrescott was picked up by
T.0.W.A.R.F. and the rescue unit was on the scenenwgight minutes. Fortunately,
other boaters had fished the three victims from the Veiki@in minutes of hypothermia
setting in.

T.O.W.AR.F. towed the boat to Metro Marine imoBte Harbour where it was
removed from the water by straddle crane to be chededlamage by insurance
representatives.

Photograph of rescue boat and fishing boat sinking in water
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The early part of 1998 turned into a nightmare fdistraught motorist who had driven
his vehicle off the end of the pier. A local resideatl been taking a stroll along the pier
when he noticed something peculiar in the water. Herteg his findings to the police
department and T.O.W.A.R.F., who then went into actmmrecover the submerged

vehicle.

Photograph of car being retrieved from water

Also in 1998, T.O.W.A.R.F. installed Web Cam on thelding which displays the
east pier and the lake conditions. Many local boajerso the internet to look at the
camera view to see lake conditions prior to deciding vénetb venture out into the

water. www.lakevision.com
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Fishing is a favourite pastime for many Oakvilleddests and by the spring of May
2000, the shores were heavily speckled with fishing entstssia

A local youth was enjoying his afternoon in an afteta hook the catch of the day,
when, much to his dismay, he reeled in an unidentifiable fOn the end of his hook,
struggled a dangerous, sharp-toothed piranha. It caused sutemext that the local
newspaper decided to cover the unusual event.

Approximately one month later, at T.O.W.A.R.Fadtiguarters, Searchmaster Brad
Yarema, while walking toward the rescue boat, noticed algdizxpression on the face
of a local fisherman. The squirming fish that had justrbcaught off the pier was a
foreigner to Lake Ontario.

Brad Yarema recalled recently seeing an artictadocal newspaper about a piranha
being snagged and was able to identify the fish for the paaglfisherman.

It was assumed that the owners of these dangéstusad released them into the
waters of Lake Ontario to rid themselves of them.

Meanwhile, Acting Captain Daniel Gaisin and Commandait Kennedy were busy
at T.O.W.AR.F. headquarters discussing the idea of a ewarsithat would help
maintain the camaraderie of T.O.W.A.R.F. members.

Daniel Gaisin, who writes professionally, came ufhwa format and ideas and the
first issue of Lifeline was printed and distributed ire tearly fall of 2000. The
distribution, by request of the executive, grew beyondnteler members.

Copy of first issue of The Lifeline
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Acting Captain Mike Miller, who was, and continuesbe Safety Coordinator of the
Molson Indy Races, approached the Molson Local Heral Farthe early part of 2001
asking for a donation in order that new radar apparatuld t@ purchased for the new
boat which T.O.W.A.R.F. was soon to purchase. Horefipaid off and they generously
gave T.O.W.A.R.F. $5,000 toward a Raytheon radar and p&ytseézm.

Photograph of Molson Local Hero Fund representative presentingheque to
Commander Matt Kennedy
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Congratulations from Prime Minister of Canada Jean Chretien
for International Year of Volunteers in 2001
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The rescue boat had been in continuous serviceviar taventy years. Under the
tender care of Rear Commander Herman Vandersteen,ooked after the engines, and
Communications Officer Carvell Pelkey, who was thectetaics expert, the beloved
twenty-five foot catamaran had never faltered in itseduto the missions it performed.
She was now beginning to show signs of stress, weareand t

For the past several years, any monies thatW.OR.F. received from the Canadian
Coast Guard as recompense for rescue calls, were hangletbahe Town of Oakville
and placed in a boat fund. In addition, the Oakvilleldars Development Authority
added an amount to the mooring fees of town boatersoameérnbers of the boat clubs in
both harbours. This sum of $5,000 per year was also placéioeifund. Finally,
sufficient funds were available to consider purchasingvarescue vessel.

On June 16, 2001, the Official Launching & Dedicatiore@®ny of the new search
and rescue vessel was held at T.O.W.A.R.F. headquartEnse. unveiling ceremony
proudly displayed a twenty-seven foot, aluminum, deep-wdlevbssel built by Connor
Industries in Owen Sound. It is two feet longer and tfeeewider in the beam than its
predecessor. The rescue boat, still used today, is povigréwin V6 Volvo, Penta
inboard/outboard engines capable of top speeds of ovesfilgetmiles per hour.

The improvements, largely the result of input ffbX®.W.A.R.F. volunteers, includes
three larger front windows for more visibility, new @&l and lights, a built-in towing
system, a global positioning system (G.P.S.) and a Ramthadar and plotter system.
The new craft is roomier for its eight member crears] it hosts a head, a much needed
amenity when search and rescue missions are long inafurat

The dedication ceremony included many of Oakville’s thgieis, among them being
Fred Oliver, founder of T.O.W.A.R.F. in [954.

A special dedication and plaque was presented tocllou®liver by Acting Captain
and Chairperson Dave Elliott, who was also instrumemtalthe planning and
orchestration of the day’s events.

Photograph of crowds at the
Official Launching & Dedication Ceremony
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Photograph of old and new rescue boats

New rescue boat in background
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Photograph of Oakville Mayor Ann Mulvale handing over keys of new resue boat
to Commander Matt Kennedy
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Photograph of Fred Oliver delivering speech during the
Official Launching and Dedication Ceremony

From left to right: Mayor Ann Mulvale, Fred Oliver, kéd Bartman
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Copy of boat dedication programme
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Copy of boat dedication programme
(inside cover)
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Lake Ontario contains many treasures, as waswdiged in the fall of 2001 by Vice
Commander Brad Yarema and Searchmaster Mike Miller.

Early on a crisp Sunday morning, a woman entered t®.W.A.R.F. headquarters
and stated she could see a baby carriage lodged in the offatkee pier. Brad Yarema
and Mike Miller dispatched themselves in the rescue toothte scene.

After many efforts and with the aid of a large kothhey successfully hauled up an
old, English pram that was buried approximately twenty ife¢he depths of the lake. It
was encased in layers of mud and silt as if it had beetigveescue for many years.

“The preservation of it was phenomenalstated an intrigued and interested Brad
Yarema. “| power washed it and it looked almost brand new. | guess the nmudndi
lack of air getting to it kept it in such great condition. Whenretrieved it from the
water, we set it on a sloping section of the pier and it startethgodlway from us. The
bearings on the wheels were still like brand new. The company thas thake prams is
located in England and upon doing some research, | was told this particular pgam w
made in the early 1920’s. | was also told that the estimated valtreeafarriage would
be in the price range of $4,000 to $5,000. How it got there is a mydtemas probably
close to the surface due to periodic dredging that is done in an effotedan up the
shoreline.”

Photograph of Oakville Harbour
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T.O.W.A.R.F., in its proactive education of thegwal public, was proud to have a
float in the annual Oakville Santa Claus Parade on ibee 16, 2001.

Article and photograph of members participating in parade

From left to right: Dave Elliott, Bob De Athe, Brudé¢estwater, Putka (lan Hollidge),
Meghan Pond, Jason Black, Margaret Russett, Nero ((GRfetening), Keith Jeffries
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October 5, 2002, was a rewarding and proud day for T.ORAFAmembers when
they won the prestigious Search and Rescue ExercigeR(E.X.) event and placed
second overall for Canada at the International S.ACBmpetition (I.S.A.R.) at the
United States Coast Guard station in Milwaukee, Wisconsi

In preparation for the competition, the T.O.W.AReam had to educate themselves
on American standards, regulations and navigation markarthe few days prior to the
events, they had to familiarize themselves with tharts of the busy Milwaukee
Harbour.

Team members Ivan Hansen (team leader), Jakmk,BBob De Athe and Brad
Yarema qualified to compete at the international coitpetafter winning District and
Regional competitions during the summer. Special thamke given to Rick Harrison,
who helped the team win the two previous competitionsyubfartunately, was unable to
compete in the finals.

T.O.W.AR.F. represented Central and Arctic, ldrgest C.C.G.A. Region, which
spans the British Columbia/Alberta border to the Qot@uebec border, and from the
U.S./Canada border to the Arctic Circle.

Photograph of team during competition in Milwaukee

From left to right: Bob De Athe, Brad Yarema, Ivamidan (team captain), Jason Black
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In November 2002, T.O.W.A.R.F. was once again involvethenannual Oakville
Santa Claus Parade. This was to become a yearly encarfor T.O.W.A.R.F., and the
members were once again enthusiastic and delighted @ et of this legendary
tradition.

Photograph of T.O.W.A.R.F. in parade for the second year
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In March 2003, the Canadian Coast Guard Auxilliarielrated its twenty-fifth
anniversary in Kingston, Ontario.

Harry Strong, Chief Executive Officer of the C.QAG was presented the Order of
Canada Award, by Her Excellency The Right Honourable Adne Clarkson, Governor
General of Canada.

“Harry Strong’s voluntarism is marked by a selfless dedication tongalves. For
more than 20 years, this businessman has demonstrated an extraordinary cemiratm
the local, national and international search and rescue communities. Havwigeskm
various leadership positions with the Canadian Coast Guard Auxilliary, learrently
its Chief Executive Officer. In this role, he is responsibleplanning, training and
establishing programmes for boating safety and has been instrumental inggéonthe
C.C.G.A., an outstanding reputation as one of the best life saving operatibasada.”

Founder of T.O.W.A.R.F., Fred Oliver was alsodred with a plaque in recognition
of his forty-nine years of loyalty and dedication. Ors lplaque is the following
description which aptly describes the man and his motives:

“As the compass gives guidance to rescuers, so do certain visionagnpeys/e
direction to our lives by their example.”

Photograph of Fred Oliver with recognition plaque
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It was once again time for the T.O.W.A.R.F. uait show its many skills and
attributes when they represented the Central and Abastrict 2 division at Kingston,
Ontario in the annual Regional S.A.R. Games on Augu20@3.

The energetic team of Dave Elliott (team legdRick Bee, Grant Harmsworth and
lan Hollidge gave it their all in the gruelling eight hoonmpetition. They placed slightly
below the win/place/show category with only a spreadxty oints separating the top
five teams.

The competition was very close and any one eweuntd have made or broken a
team’s chances. Don Limoges, Regional Training Directpened the competition and
upon doing so, stated that the competitors would be workeehexly hard.

Photograph of T.O.W.A.R.F.’s competitors in the
Regional Search and Rescue Games

From left to right: Rick Bee, lan Hollidge, Grant iHaworth, Dave Elliott (team
captain)
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While certain T.O.W.A.R.F. members were busyKaigston competing in the
Regional S.A.R. Games, another member has his mind enmo#tters.

Acting Captain John Miller and his beautiful brideisah, exchanged wedding vows
on the same day. The handsome couple posed proudly dedkef the T.O.W.A.R.F.
rescue boat, while looking forward to their receptiothatOakville Yacht Club. Later in
the evening, to the delight of many guests, the T.O.WFA.Rescue vessel was on the
scene. Captain Meghan Pond and Crew 8 members saleiede¢wvly married crew
member and his bride.

Mr. and Mrs. John Miller on their wedding day
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On August 29, 2003, T.O.W.A.R.F. was again participaningn exhilarating event
which captured the hearts of many, particularly World Waavy veterans. The famous
World War 1l battleship, the H.M.C.S. Haida, madeatst ienture.

T.O.W.AR.F., G.AM.R.U. (Grimsby) and Hamilt@each (Hamilton) rescue boats
performed crowd control duties ensuring that no privatetdosainterfered with the
towing of the Haida to the Hamilton Harbour from Portllat, St. Catharines.

It was a spectacular sight with crowds of onlookearsg the piers and the lift bridge
in anticipation of the Haida’'s arrival. T.O.W.A.R&ssisted in performing escort duties
into the harbour running alongside the Haida. The Haidab@ipermanently docked at

Pier 9 of the Hamilton Harbour and used as a museuss,iradfa wealth of knowledge
and history.

Photograph of the Haida
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During the Haida celebration, a docked boater was aglan his craft caught on
fire, engulfing him in smoke. T.O.W.A.R.F., Hamilton Baaand the Halton Marine
Police quickly raced their boats to the scene and withiutes had extinguished the fire
and calmed the distressed boater. Peter Bax of Hemileach captured the following
photograph of the fiasco. No injuries were sustained.

Photograph of rescue units on the scene
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In September 2003, the Coastwatchers Programme ressdbitself in cooperation
with the Canadian Coast Guard, the Canadian Coast Gugitliaky, the R.C.M.P., the
Joint Rescue Coordination Centre (J.R.C.C.), 911 anHdalien Regional Police. Under
the guidance of Chairperson Les Flom and members CartérC Bob De Athe, Dave
Elliott, Keith Jeffries and Gunter Pfenning, eighteefunteer members were recruited to
actively watch the lake for any incident to report indiagely. Currently, T.O.W.A.R.F.

has full coverage of the Oakville waterfront stretchéagt to the St. Lawrence Cement
pier and west to the Shell Refinery pier.

Photograph of Coastwatchers volunteers
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On November 22, 2003, another T.O.W.A.R.F. traditmmioued as they once again
participated in the annual Oakville Santa Claus paradee ififamous Putka, the
Canadian Coast Guard’s mascot, was on hand delighting ofaldren and adults with
his humourous antics and enthusiasm.

Photograph of T.O.W.A.R.F. in parade for the third year
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Meanwhile back at T.O.W.A.R.F. headquarters, it isnass as usual with search and
rescue missions being carried out and the many commitiiggsntly performing their
duties.

T.0.W.A.R.F.’s public relations committee is todmmmended on the many events
and activities they plan throughout the entirety ofyear. The committee was founded
in the fall of 2000 and works tirelessly in the promotiond aenhancement of
T.O.W.AR.F.

T.0.W.A.R.F. actively participates each year inl gstaows, Fire Prevention Week (in
conjunction with the Oakville Fire Department), thek@He Boating Symposium, local
boat shows, facility tours (Boy Scouts, Sea ScoutswBies, Girl Guides, etc.), the
Santa Claus Parade, the Oakville Festival (boating andeaess displays), and
continues to do boating safety inspections free of charge

In order to keep the organization of T.O.W.A.RuUaning proficiently and effectively
at all times, many other committees are busy yeand@nsuring precision in all areas of
T.O.W.A.R.F.’s operation. These committees includeblifuRelations, Boat and
Equipment, Membership, Buildings and Grounds, Communicatamt Electronics,
Website and Lifeline, Coastwatchers, Captains and Actiagtans and the Fiftieth
Anniversary.

The T.O.W.A.R.F. unit is fortunate to have membvens are First Aid and Canadian
Power Squadron trained. Some of the personnel areaatborized examiners for the
Marine Radio Certificate and the Personal Craft CpeseCertificate.

Photograph of training session (sessions are ongoing throughout wen months) \
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The many volunteers of T.O.W.A.R.F., both pasd aresent, deserve our highest
praise and respect. Their countless hours of time, akwmiicand compassion for the
public have been the backbone of T.O.W.A.R.F.

Fifty years of excellence could not have been mestaf not for these hard-working
members, who have kept T.O.W.A.R.F. going strong anceasang in numbers.

Fred Oliver’s legacy to the community and his faradyptinues with great strength to-
date. He is the proud father of eight children, fourtgeandchildren and five great
grandchildren. Fred Oliver served on the Board of GoverfloorSheridan College from
1981 to 1986, was Governor of the Royal Canadian GolioAsdion from 1985 to 1993,
and has been a member of the Alliance Club for thefifiigstwo years.

There are presently four generations of police bsem in the Oliver family,
something of which Councillor Oliver is extremely proudsred Oliver has made
uncountable contributions to society and his family, bstgneatest is the formation and
continuation of T.O.W.A.R.F.

In conclusion, no story about T.O.W.A.R.F. wouldl tomplete without grateful
recognition of the invaluable help that comes from resptsprivate citizens who first
report an emergency to the members of T.O.W.A.R.F., stheeadily search, save and
assist whenever the need arises.

Photograph of present T.O.W.A.R.F. building
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Chapter 7

# "1 #
Commander Dave Elliott
Vice Commander Brad Yarema
Rear Commander Rick Harrison
Searchmaster Jim Dunn
Treasurer Mike Miller
Council Representative Fred Oliver
Recording Secretary Grant Harmsworth
Prevention Officer Nick Doralp
Quartermaster Gunter Pfenning
Advisors Peter Garrod, Keith Jeffries, Matt Kennedy
COMMITTEES

Training — John Shirley, Chairperson

Jason Black

Jim Dunn

Dave Elliott

Rick Harrison
Marueen Hastings
Joyce Mullen
Jason Reidt

Brad Yarema
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Public Relations— Carol Carter, Chairperson

Bob De Athe
Nick Doralp
Dave Elliott
Keith Jeffries
Gunter Pfenning
Meghan Pond
Jason Reidt

Boat and Equipment- Mike Miller, Chairperson

Dave Elliott

Grant Harmsworth
Rick Harrison

Bo Kowalyk
Andrew McNeekin
Jeff McPherson
John Miller
Carvell Pelkey
Carey Robertson

Membership— Peter Offord, Chairperson

Jim Dunn
Brad Yarema

Building and Grounds— Carvell Pelkey, Chairperson

Bob De Athe
Dave Elliott
John Miller
Gunter Pfenning

Communications and Electronics Carvell Pelkey, Chairperson

Mike Miller
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Website and Lifeline Editor Jason Barrett, Chairperson

Coastwatchers Programme Les Flom, Chairperson

Carol Carter
Bob DeAthe
Dave Elliott
Keith Jeffries
Gunter Pfenning

Captains and Acting Captains

Dave Elliott
Rick Harrison
Brad Yarema

50™ Anniversary — Les Flom, Chairperson

Rick Bee

Nick Doralp
Dave Elliott
Matt Kennedy
John Miller
Fred Oliver
Carvell Pelkey
Brad Yarema
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2003 Crew Lists
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Crew lists - continued
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Previous Commanders

Fred Oliver 1954 — 1970

A message from the founder and first Commander of T.O.W.A.F. - Fred Oliver

| take this opportunity to thank all of the members of TARW., both present and
past, for their dedication and hours they have put into the operation of the zagani
Without them, we would not have such a successful unit.

| also thank the many boat owners, service clubs and citeehearge for their
assistance over the many years.

It has been an honour and a privilege to take part in such a wonderfidesamnd
serve with such honourable people. | wish them and T.O.W.A.R.lhedllest in the
future and may it continue for many years to come.

Thanks for the memories, there are a number of them, whidhalways cherish.

It has been a wonderful 50 years and you made it all happen.
Safe boating and good health to all in T.O.W.A.R.F. and to all boaters.

Regards,

Fred Oliver
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Harold Bartman 1970 — 1978
(passed away March 27, 2002)

Harold Doane 1979 — 1983

Ron Wright 1984 — 1990
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Brian Hall 1991 — 1996

Matt Kennedy 1997 - 2001

Peter Garrod 2001 - 2003
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Dave Elliott 2003 — present

A message from the present Commander of T.O.W.A.R.F. - Da\Hliott

For the past year | have been honoured to serve in the positi@oromander of
T.O.W.AR.F. To be affiliated with this fifty year old orgatian, with its many
traditions and valued members, makes me tremendously proud.

There are numerous associations, clubs and people who have contributéyl tgreat
the ongoing success of T.O.W.A.R.F. and helped build it into the unique aredforabl
it is today. The Canadian Power Squadron, the Canadian Coast Guard Auxilliary and
the Oakville Harbour Commission have been a constant source of support for
T.O.W.A.R.F. The Town of Oakuville is to be greatly than&edd continued funding
over the past half century. Oakville’s Mayor Ann Mulvale, whalss an honourary
captain of T.O.W.A.R.F., has never faltered in her continued suppaut tanit.

The members of T.O.W.A.R.F. are dedicated, loyal andsself[Ehe executive, the
chairpersons and members of the many committees, the captains and crdgrse
continually work in accordance with one another and their efforts do not go uedotic
The many hours of time, effort and hard work are greatly appreciated loyghrization
as a whole.

T.0.W.A.R.F. has not grown alone on its own merit. Throughrtierstanding of the
members, spouses, families and friends, our unit is an exceptional @tyamiz

Thank you to everyone for the many contributions that have been made atitl are
being made everyday!

Sincerely,

Dave Elliott
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You can visit T.O.W.A.R.F.’s website atww.towarf.com




